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Ventricular Tachycardia in Rhinoplasty: A Report of Two Cases

Sang Soon Park, M.D., Peter Chanwoo Kim, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A, Dae Hwan Park, M.D., Ph.D.

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Collage of Medicine, Daegu Catholic University,
Daegu, Korea

Local infiltration (lidocain and epinephrine) has been used to control bleeding in local or general
anesthesia in plastic surgery field. However epinephrine also has various side effects, such as
tarchycardia, arrhythmia, pulmonary edema, cardiac arrest, etc. We experienced two cases of ventri-
cular tachycardia after local infiltration in rhinoplasty. The first case was a 21 year-old female and the
second case was a 40 year-old male. None of them had previous history of cardiac disease. We
performed cardiac massage and cardioversion several times immediately after ECG changed to
Ventricular tachycardia in operation room until ECG turned to normal sinus rhythm. Patients were
transferred to intensive care unit. The condition of patients improved rapidly in a few days and additio-
nal complications were not detected except pulmonary edema following cardiac massage. Conclusion:
We experienced ventricular tachycardia unexpectedly after local infiltration during the surgical

procedure. We report these cases with literature.
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Fig. 1. Perioperative ECG. Ventricular fibrillation after
ventticular tarchycardia on Lead IT and wide QRS thythm
after DC cardioversion.
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Fig. 2. Postoperative ECG after 2 days. ECG shows
normal sinus rhythm without any ST segment change.
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Fig. 3. ECG of 3 hours after cardioversion. There is ST
segment depression and T-wave inversion on V2-V5.
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Fig. 4. Postoperative ECG after 4days. ECG shows normal
sinus rhythm without any ST segment change.
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