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Reverse Skin Redraping Epicanthal Reconstruction
Yoon Jae Chung, M.D., Ph.D.

Eve Plastic Surgery Clinic, Cheonan, Korea

Medial epicanthoplasty is prevalently performed to increase the horizontal palpebral fissure and to
correct sharp appearance of medial canthus with epicanthal fold. However, there has been no
definite method to restore over-corrected medial epicanthoplasty. Author performed cosmetic
epicanthal reconstruction in order to correct over-corrected medial epicanthoplasty using reverse
skin redraping method. From January to June 2009, there were 8 patients who received cosmetic
epicanthal reconstruction using reverse skin redraping. Mean preoperative intercanthal distance was
33.0mm, and mean follow-up period was 1 month. After operation, epicanthal fold was reconstructed,
increasing the intercanthal distance by 4.2 mm (mean). Most of postoperative repair line was located
at the posterior side of the reconstructed epicanthal fold and subciliary line, therefore, the scar was
almost invisible. No major complication was noted. This method can be effective in reversing over-

corrected medial epicanthoplasty.
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Fig. 1. Preoperative design; b - a - c.

Fig. 2. Skin flap elevation.

Fig. 3. Medial skin flap traction after skin flap elevation.

Fig. 4. Reference closure of skin flap to point a during
medial traction.

Fig. 5. Postoperative repair line ; a- b - a - ¢ (The
preoperative point a is hidden by reconstructed epicanthal
fold).
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Table I. Preoperative & Postoperative External Intercanthal Distance (mm)

Patients Preoperative Postoperative Length gain
1 32.0 36.5 4.5
2 33.0 38.0 5.0
3 325 37.0 4.5
4 33.0 375 4.5
5 325 35.0 2.5
6 33.0 36.9 3.9
7 325 36.5 4.0
8 35.5 40.1 4.6
Mean 33.0 37.2 4.2

Fig. 6. (Left) Preoperative over-corrected medial epicanthus of a 32-years-old female. Scary appearance due to exposure of
lacrimal lake and too narrow intercanthal distance. (Right) Postoperative 5 days of reverse skin redraping epicanthal
reconstruction. 2.25 mm on each side was covered by reconstructed epicanthal folds.

Fig. 7. (Left) Preoperative over-corrected medial epicanthus of a 24-years-old female. (Right) Postoperative 30 days of
reverse skin redraping epicanthal reconstruction and lateral canthoplasty. 1.3 mm on right side was covered and 1.2 mm on
left side was covered by reconstructed epicanthal folds. About 2 mm- sized horizontal scar on anterior side of the epicanthal
fold (a'-b in Fig. 5.) is almost invisible.

Fig. 8. (Left) Preoperative over-corrected medial epicanthus of a 23-years-old female. (Right) Postoperative 30 days of
reverse skin redraping epicanthal reconstruction and lateral canthoplasty.
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