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Recent Trends of Stem Cell Research in Korea

Woo Seob Kim, M.D.
Department of Plastic Surgery, College of Medicine, Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea

Worldwide, the issue of stem cell research has recently bursted in the scientific scene, because
stem cells seem to offer great promise for new ways of treating disease. The purpose of this study is
to explore current status of stem cell research, published in Korean literature. Using web search
(KoreaMed*: www.koreamed.org), we reviewed 190 articles which had been published in Korean
literatures from January 2007 to May 2009. Articles were classified in terms of subject, stem cells
types, methodology, author’s specialty and organization, and journal name. The articles published in
Korean literature were diverse, meaningful and updated. Furthermore, 8 articles regarding clinical
trial for patients were cited in English literature. We were able to overview a recent trend in the stem
cell research, published in Korean literature. (*KoreaMed is established by the Korean Association of
Medical Journal Editors (KAMJE) with support by Korean Academy of Medical Science, Health
Technology Planning and Evaluation Board to have easy access to Korean Medical Journals.)
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Table I. Articles Grouped by Author’s Organization

Authot's organization No. %

Catholic University 20 20.6
Seoul National University 13 134
Korea University 7 7.2
Dong-A University 5 5.2
Hanyang University 5 5.2
Gyeongsang National University 4 4.1
Pusan National University 4 4.1
Chonnam National University 4 4.1
Soonchunhyang University 3 3.1
Yonsei University 3 3.1
Others 29 29.9
Total 97 100.0

Fig. 1. Articles grouped by Subject.
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OFAIZA| X (fetal kidney cell) 50| A& 1T} (Fig. 2).

7N ZE AT 39 F5ES 22 New Zealand
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80| 21T} (Fig. 3.

2) 24334 712 o) g 3ol AL 913) A8
A A A E+= PLLA (poly lactic acid), HA (hyaluronic

acid) Gelatin-hydroxyapatite composite, injectable
Alloderm, TCP (tricalcium phosphate), BMP (bone

Fig. 2. Articles grouped by stem cell source.

Fig. 3. Articles grouped by methods.
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Fig. 4. Articles grouped by author’s
specialty.

Table II. Articles Grouped by Journal Name

Journal No. Yo

Exp Mol Med 8 8.2
Korean ] Urol 7 7.2
J Korean Soc Plast Reconstr Surg 6 6.2
J Korean Assoc Oral Maxillofac Surg 6 6.2
Korean ] Hematol 4 4.1
Korean ] Fertil Steril 4 4.1
J Korean Orthop Assoc 4 4.1
J Korean Med Sci 4 4.1
J Korean Assoc Maxillofac Plast Reconstr Surg 4 4.1
Korean ] Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 3 3.1
Korean J Obstet Gynecol 3 3.1
Korean ] Blood Transfus 3 3.1
Korean Circ | 3 3.1
J Vet Sci 3 3.1
J Korean Orthop Res Soc 3 3.1
Others 32 330
Total 97  100.0
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